
 

   HEALING PRAYERS FOR OUR MEMBERS               

and FRIENDS            

River G, Cliff & Stewart, Lee F, Stuart & Michael, Dr John,  

Theresa, Fay R. Vicky S, Lydia A, Colin F, Dr John, Jay, Paul & 

Vanessa, Ed T,  Peter D, Dr. Victor & David, Yunus Z,      

Gwenda D, Father Stephen, and Les & Metho.   

All the people of the world affected by                      

Covid 19 ~ Corona Virus 

FOR MCC Congregations MCC Brisbane , Crave MCC, 

MCC Melbourne, MCC Sydney, Oasis MCC Auckland          

and Oasis MCC Christchurch 

FOR OUR LONG DISTANCE MEMBERS and FRIENDS:                                                                      

Megan in Brisbane,  John and Diane South West Rocks,                                        

Dianne & Emma in Repton, Eve and Jenny in Cronulla,       

Philip in NZ. And in Tasmania, Pat R, John D & David R,  

Christian & Peter 
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Specialists in  Cake Style & Design                                            

Contact: Wally Crossley  0438 714 246  
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MC C o f  the  G oo d  S he phe r d  W e s te r n  S ydne y I nc .       
a c k now l e dge s  a nd  h on ou r s  T he  Dha r ug  P e op l e ,  

the  t ra d i t i ona l  c us t od i a ns  o f  the  l a nd  o f  t he   
G r e a te r  E or a  Na t i o n ,  E l de r s  pa s t ,                     

p r e s e n t  a n d  e m e r g i n g .  

Metropolitan Community Church (MCC) 
 Good Shepherd Western Sydney Inc.  

A Christian Church for All the Community.  
NEWSLETTER & ANNOUNCEMENTS  

April Issue 2 2020 

Tuesday evening of the 31st of March 2020 live video feed on Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/marcgoodacre/videos/10158005711383329/ 

You can see our weekly service with a Facebook account at 

http://www.facebook.com/marcgoodacre                                                  

https://www.facebook.com/marcgoodacre/videos/10158005711383329/
http://www.facebook.com/marcgoodacre
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Worshipping God in Spirit and Truth 

“God is Spirit, and those who worship God must worship in spirit and truth.” 

John 4:24 

The Gospel text for the third Sunday in Lent is the story of the Samarian 

woman’s encounter with Jesus at Jacob’s well. What is striking in this 

lengthy story is the simple statement from Jesus that “God is spirit” and 

those who worship God must do so in spirit and in truth. What might it mean 

to worship God-as-spirit, to meet God in God’s own manifestation—in spirit 

and in truth? Perhaps this is too simplistic to really satisfy us. We want to 

worship God with our impressive intellect, our elegant liturgies, our beautiful 

vestments, our artistic icons, our decorated altars, our loud songs, our im-

passioned prayers, our shouts of praise. But is this worship more about what 

we desire than what God-as-spirit desires? 
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April Birthday’s                                                       

3rd Pastor Robert                                     

5
th

 Meg J                                                  

6
th

 David L                          

Mary G                                          

7
th

 Rev Dorothy                               

8
th

 Wally C                                           

13
th

 Declan C                                  

15
th

 Brian F                                              

19
th

 Philip Y                                           

26
th

 Robert R                                              

28
th

 Suzanne P                            

30
th

 Peter S  
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Our Accounting and Finance Coordinator (Tammy Erwin) presented the actu-

al income and expenditure figures from 2019 to the Governing Board Finance 

Team as a starting point. The Finance Team spent many hours in detailed 

discussion around the budget to ensure we were presenting a solid and 

achievable budget to the Governing Board for approval. 

Once the Finance Team approved, a smaller leadership team did a final pass 

and made some minor modifications which were sent back to the Finance 

Team to review and approve. The budget was presented by Chad Hobbs, 

Treasurer and Chair of the Finance Team to the Governing Board in our 3rd 

March 2020 meeting for review, discussion and approval. The Governing 

Board unanimously approved the 2020 operational budget. 

The Governing Board would like to thank the members of the Finance Team 

for their wisdom and guidance in developing this budget. The members of the       

Finance Team are: 

Doug Berger (Church of the Trinity MCC, Sarasota, USA) 

Cathy Campbell (King of Peace MCC, St, Petersburg USA) 

Rev. Marsha Warren (MCC San Antonio, San Antonio, USA) 

Rev. Marie Alford-Harkey (Assistant Treasurer Governing Board) 

Chad Hobbs (Treasurer, Governing Board) 

Tammy Erwin (MCC Staff Accounting & Finance Co-ordinator)  

Rev. Kharma Amos (MCC Staff Fundraising Development & Assessments        

Co-ordinator) 

Rev. Elder Cecilia Eggleston (Moderator) 

Some areas to note: 

• The main goal of the Finance Team and the Governing Board was to be 
realistic and to present a budget which does not contain unrealistic targets for 
fundraising.  

• Anticipated assessments income is reduced from the 2019 budget, as 
assessment offerings from churches tend to be higher in General Conference 
years.  

• A line for General Fundraising income has been added. This can consist 
of activities, such as special fundraisers, initiatives and campaigns that in-
crease donations.  
 

I wonder if God’s spirit is most felt when we 
bring our true selves into our church com-
munity, seeking merely to be the best we 
can be, in that moment. What might happen 
if we tapped into the healing power of eve-
ryone else in the community doing exactly 
the same thing—desiring to be the best 
they can be, in that very moment. What if 
we suspended the theatre of worship, a dra-
ma played out in predictable scenes and, 
instead, sat with more silence than distract-
ing sound, with more spirit than overbearing 
substance, with more truth than grand pag-
eantry. Maybe in these infrequent spirit-to-
spirit moments, we might sense the vibra-
tions of the life-giving energy of the Spirit of 
God, inhabiting everything and everyone in 
our midst. And maybe in these moments we 
might simply join the vibrations, as a con-
templative action of worshipping in spirit 
and in truth. 

Amen. Elder Nancy G. Maxwell 

MCC 2020 Operational Budget January Financial Snap-
shot Financial Support Webinar 

2020 Budget and Finance Narrative 

Dear People of God, 

Please find attached the approved MCC 2020 operational budget. 

This year, The Governing Board wanted to approve and present a very 
conservative and realistic budget to ensure it was achievable and to contin-
ue our path towards robust financial health. 
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• It is good to see Increasing number of churches giving special offerings, 
such as Easter and Fellowship Sunday, etc. These are included in Special Of-
ferings. 

• In Expenses, a small Moderator’s discretionary fund has been added; 
please know that the Moderator and Governing Board are developing a policy 
around how this can be used. 

•  
The Senior Leadership Team (Rev. Elder Cecilia Eggleston, Rev. Elder Hector 

Gutierrez and Rev. Dr Kharma Amos) is working on a program budget. They 

are aware that this is not funded from our general operational budget and that 

any expenses will have to be covered by money raised specifically to support 

the program initiatives. 

A copy of the 2020 approved budget is available here for your review and can 

also be found on MCC Website at https://www.mccchurch.org/how-we-

work/finances/   

As you are aware, the current worldwide pandemic is already having an impact 

on finances for many individuals and organisations.  

The Governing Board Finance Team has already discussed contingency plans 

in the event of potential drop in income due to Covid 19.While it is yet too early 

to tell what and how much of a financial impact there might be, the Finance 

Team reviewed our current cash on hand and accounts payables and agreed 

to the following prioritization of accounts payables. 

1. MCC Staff Payroll 

2. Contract with the Hilton Hotel, Orlando, USA to settle the 2019 General 

Conference Bill 

3. Audit expenses, as we continue the work to ensure that MCC is up to 

date with audits for all previous years’ accounts 

4. Sarasota property tax liability for change of use of the office building 

5. Expenses falling into the “other” category; administrative expenses 

The Governing Board is expected to approve these priorities at its 7th April 

meeting. 

Both the Finance Team and the Governing Board will be closely monitoring our 

income and expenses in the coming weeks and months and have further con-

tingency plan discussions as needed. 
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https://files.constantcontact.com/2d453458001/adb68a7b-ea9e-48c4-a97a-4a00008a6a57.pdf
https://www.mccchurch.org/how-we-work/finances/
https://www.mccchurch.org/how-we-work/finances/
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The Governing Board Finance Team has already discussed contingency plans 

in the event of potential drop in income due to Covid 19.While it is yet too early 

to tell what and how much of a financial impact there might be, the Finance 

Team reviewed our current cash on hand and accounts payables and agreed 

to the following prioritization of accounts payables. 

1. MCC Staff Payroll 

2. Contract with the Hilton Hotel, Orlando, USA to settle the 2019 General 

Conference Bill 

3. Audit expenses, as we continue the work to ensure that MCC is up to 

date with audits for all previous years’ accounts 

4. Sarasota property tax liability for change of use of the office building 

5. Expenses falling into the “other” category; administrative expenses 

The Governing Board is expected to approve these priorities at its 7th April 

meeting. 

Both the Finance Team and the Governing Board will be closely monitoring our 

income and expenses in the coming weeks and months and have further con-

tingency plan discussions as needed. 
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The Governing Board would like to thank all the pastors, pastoral leaders and 

church treasurers who faithfully and diligently submit the assessment forms and 

send in the assessment offerings each month and give the Easter and Fellowship 

Sunday offerings with a generous heart. We are thankful for the faithful generosi-

ty of our individual supporters in the Moderator’s Circle and the commitment of 

the MCC staff, who continue to be effective stewards of the financial resources that 

are so willingly shared for our global ministry together. 

If you have any questions or comments about the budget, please con-

tact the Governing Board. governingboard@mccchurch.net 

Keeping you all in prayer,  

Rev. Elder Cecilia Eggleston, Moderator 

Rev. Elder Diane Fisher, Clerk of the Governing Board 

Mark Godette, Vice Chair 

Chad Hobbs, Treasurer 

Rev. Alberto Nájera 

Clare Coughlin 

James Chavis 

Rev. Paul Whiting 

Rev. Marie Alford-Harkey 
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Rev. Elder Cecilia Eggleston 
Easter Sunday Reflection 

One of the most powerful examples of resurrection I have heard was a descrip-

tion of life coming back to the bars and bathhouses of San Francisco, after the 

devastation of HIV/AIDS in the community there. So much grief, so much loss, 

and yet the community emerged again and began to thrive.  

In Australia, the fires were raging for weeks. The heat was so intense in places 

that it scorched the earth at depth, destroying dormant seeds, which otherwise 

would sprout and grow quickly to replenish the lost vegetation. Yet, nature is 

powerful and resourceful. There will be a time of regrowth and regeneration. A 

new, changed landscape will emerge. It will not happen overnight, but it will 

happen. 

Now the world is in the grips of the Covid-19 virus. It may feel as though this 

situation will never end. We know that our God is bigger than any disease, and 

although life will have changed, and we may have lost some who are close to 

us, there will be a time when life blossoms once again.   

The sight of Jesus dying on the cross must have been catastrophic for his fol-

lowers. They must have wondered if life would ever be the same again. It must 

have seemed so definite, so final, as his body was laid in the tomb and the 

heavy stone rolled into place, shrouding the body in darkness.  
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The description of Jesus’ resurrection is the story of a miracle, the story of Di-

vine power breaking through human hopelessness and finality. The women 

who first visited the tomb went there to mourn their loss and to carry out ritual 

for their dead teacher and friend. Instead they were witness to the power of 

God in the transformed and living Christ.  

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.     

(John 1:5 NIV) 

In our own lives, we are witness to the divine power of the resurrection at work 

- in the tenacity of the human spirit that found ways to prevent the spread of 

HIV/AIDS and to find treatments. In the compassion of those who nurtured and 

cared for those affected. In those who were infected and affected, who used 

their experience of disease to live powerfully and truthfully. In today’s world, as 

we live under the shadow of the Covid-19 virus, we hear stories of kindness, 

compassion and bravery.   

Life for the first followers of Jesus was changed 

forever, because of his resurrection. We who 

follow him now, over 2000 years later, are also 

changed and we are being the light to those 

around us, who are living without hope.  

Rev. Elder Cecilia Eggleston 

Portishead, 

Somerset, UK 
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A Message from our Founder 

Rev Troy Perry 
Stay well everyone 

Remember; When Lazarus fell ill, Jesus took His own time to go to the family; 

By the time he got there, Lazarus had been dead and buried for FOUR DAYS! 

However, the Lord resurrected Lazarus and restored him to the fullness of life. 

During this Pandemic, as many of us are “entombed” in our homes, and won-

der why Jesus doesn’t hurry and deliver us, be assured He will come at the 

right time, this Pandemic will fade, and we shall return to our everyday lives, 

perhaps with more appreciation for what we have, our lovey world, and the gift 

of life itself. And learned not to rely too much on Politicians, but to give Medical 

Science its due. So, be patient……. Bishop Stan Harris 

I Trust God… and I wear my seat belt. 

I Trust God… and I use oven mitts with really hot dishes. 

I Trust God… and I have smoke detectors. 

I Trust God… and I take my prescribed medications. 

I Trust God… and I will follow the best guidelines 

to protect my health and the health of others. 

I Trust God… Amen. 

—borrowed from Rev. William Knight, San Antonio MCC 

Rev. Elder Troy D Perry Founder 

Metropolitan Community Churches 
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Contact Us 

ADDRESS: 9 Carlton & Russell Streets, Granville NSW 2142 

POSTAL ADDRESS: PO Box 501 Granville NSW 2142 

Phone Pastor: 0412 481 195 / Office / 0431 361 519 

Email: mccgoodshepherd3@gmail.com                                       

Web: www.mccgoodshepherd.com  

And now faith, hope, 

and love abide, these three; 

 and the greatest of these is love. 

1 Corinthians 13 : 13 (New Revised Standard Version) 

ONLINE CHURCH SERVICES: Please check with individual Churches: 

Acceptance Catholics Friday 8.00pm Bedford & Stations St’s Newtown            

Anglican Community Church of Our Lady of Advent Sunday 10am              

Fr. Thomas Peacock 

Cathedral Church of the New Jerusalem, Wednesdays 6pm, Sunday 4.30pm  

Pingaree House, Brand St, Dundas Archbishop Ron Langham.                     

Crave Church Sunday 3pm, 395 Oxford St, Paddington Rev Dr Karl Hand                                        

Leichhardt Baptist Church Sunday 10am Forster & Lord St’s, Leichhardt, 

Rev Don Wright 

MCC Brisbane  Sunday 6pm                                                                           

52 Merthyr Rd, New Farm (Uniting Church) Rev Alex Pittaway    

MCC Melbourne  Sunday 10am & 6.30pm                                                           

12 Power St,  Hawthorn Rev Sue Townsend  

MCC Sydney  Sunday 10am & 6.30pm                                                           

96 Crystal Street,  Petersham Rev Dale Yardy    

Spark Church  5pm every second Sunday: 5th & 19th April and 3rd & 17th 

of May Pastors Elizabeth Plant & Bec Apted  3 Bridges Community  Centre 

23 St Georges Rd (just off Forest Rd) Penshurst  

The Open Door Community of Christ                                                           

Sunday 6pm 74 Laycock St, Cranebrook  Pastor Sue Palmer      

Page 15 


