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Moses said to the LORD, “Pardon your servant, Lord. I have never been eloquent, neither in the past nor 

since you have spoken to your servant. I am slow of speech and tongue.” – Exodus 4:10 
 

Jesus Christ the Ruler of The Universe – Prince of Peace  
The Feast of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe, brings the Church’s year to a close, and calls us to 

celebrate again Jesus’s victory over suffering and death. As servants, we offer all that we are, and invite him 

to reign within our hearts, so that we can play our part in bringing God’s truth, love, justice and peace to the 

world. This week, we ask God for the grace to open our hearts and minds to the needs of those who do not 

yet know his voice. We pray that by the service of our lives we will draw others to his loving embrace. 
 

The Readings – Lectio Divina (Slow Prayerful Reading) 
Foretelling the coming of Jesus, the First Reading - Daniel 7: 13-14  describes Daniel’s vision of a ‘son of 

man’ coming on the clouds of heaven to be crowned King, with everlasting sovereignty, ruling over an 

empire that will never be destroyed. Such is his glory that people of all nations and languages become his 

servants. Psalm 92/93 rejoices in the glory of the Lord – the king with majesty enrobed. Through the verses, 

we are told of the eternal nature of the Lord’s power and the trust we can place in him. Again in the Second 

Reading - Revelation 1: 5-8, Jesus is described as coming on the clouds and as ruler of the kings of the 

earth. The depth of his love for us has been shown by his sacrifice on the cross, and brings us ever closer to 

the God who is, who was, and who is to come. In the Gospel - John 18: 33b-37, we witness the scene in 

which Pilate asks Jesus the question, ‘Are you the King of the Jews?’ In his reply, Jesus speaks of a kingdom 

in which those who seek the truth listen to his voice and follow his ways. 
 

Reflection on the Word 
Israel Longed for an ideal King, like King David. This long awaited king, would be anointed by God, to rule 

with justice bring peace. However, the long line of kings were a 

mixed crew – mostly failures. Despite the multiple failures by 

these rulers the people still believed God would keep the 

promise.  We can pray the words of our Psalm, with gratitude 

for having fulfilled the ancient promise through the reign of 

Christ.  “Your throne stands firm from of old; from 

everlasting you are, O Lord.” 
 

The word ‘kingdom’ is a difficult word to apply to Jesus as he 

never sought to be above others during his earthly ministry. He 

said “I have come to serve not to be served. Often we translate 

‘kingdom’ as the Reign of God or the Kin-dom or 

Commonwealth of God. The word Kingdom can sound stagnant, 

as if Christ is sitting on a throne somewhere, yet the “Reign of 

God,” suggests a present and active rule. Christ hasn’t left us on 

our own, through the Holy Spirit we are the ones who make his 

presence known and felt in this world. He has stayed with us, enabling us to be his instruments in the world. 

People should experience in us the loving presence of a new kind of leader -- one from humble origins, who 

proclaimed the Reign of God, washed feet, died to manifest God’s love for us, who rose from the dead and 

breathed his Spirit on us, so we could live his life as citizens of the Kingdom/Reign/Kin-dom of God. 
 

Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you the King of the Jews?”  That claim would have been enough to get Jesus 

killed as a rival to Caesar.  But Jesus’ kingship differed from all the world’s claimants to that title. He 

responds to Pilate’s question, “My kingdom does not belong to this world.”  But that doesn’t mean it is 

somewhere else. Jesus’ kingdom is very much here and now -- in this world. Let’s face it, the history of 

many, or most, of the world’s rulers hasn’t given humanity a favourable view of royalty.  We are challenged 

on this feast to call Christ our King/Ruler/Boss/Leader. 
 

Jesus is not exempting us his followers from an involvement in this world. We have to play our part in 

bringing about Jesus’ peace, justice, truth and love as concrete signs that Jesus reigns in this world. When 

the world’s earthly rulers and institutions dominate by force, violence and economic exploitation, the source 



of Jesus’ power comes from a different holier source. Jesus’ rule calls us to a manifest “counter culture.” 

While the world’s rulers draw the lines of their power on a map, Jesus draws his on the human heart.  We 

who have welcomed Jesus into our hearts can live lives that reflect the source and rule of the one we love. 

We are all familiar with coronation ceremonies and Jesus’ reign began when he died on the cross. Our king 

didn’t wear a crown of jewels, but a crown of thorns, and the purple robe of mockery. He fought and won a 

war against sin and death, a battle no mere human troops could ever win.  As a result we can live his 

teachings of love, not by force of will, but by the power of his reign and the indwelling gift of the Spirit. 
 

The evangelist John has Jesus on trial before Pilate. But Pilate is not the only one judging Jesus - we are the 

jury and must pass judgement as well. Is Jesus the truth we accept into our lives?  Or, shall we follow the 

powers of the world and live by their rules? We are reminded on this feast that today is not just some 

theological or ritual celebration. Our feast immerses us in the political world as well.  We live in the world 

as citizens of Jesus’ realm. We accept that citizenship, by implementing the vision Christ revealed through 

his life, death and resurrection. 
 

Jesus’ kingdom, his world, is with us now. We have, through our baptism and the gift of the Spirit, been 

given the vision to see the presence of the kingdom and its life-giving possibilities. It is a world of 

community, equality, respect and dialogue. In the kingdom, under Jesus’ rule, each person’s gifts are 

recognised. The poor and neglected are empowered and no one is left out. Justice is given to each, regardless 

of their political influence, race, gender, sexuality or economic status. May our lives be more than ample 

proof of where and in whom our allegiance lies and of who rules our hearts and minds. 
 

Praying With Images 

 

 


